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SAUDARA PENGARANG,

SAYA mencadangkan kepada kerajaan Selangor
agar mewajibkan pemilik kilang atau syarikat
persendirian menanggung sepenuhnya kos
suntikan vaksin pekerja masing-masing dalagm
usaha mengekang penularan Covid-19.

Perkara sama perlu

dilakukan oleh syarikat
milik kerajaan (GLC)
sama ada di peringkat
Pusat atau negeri,

pemilﬂ( knang sementara rakyat biasa
ditanggung oleh kerajaan
atausyarikat = negeri.

Ini bagi menjayakan
persendirian  program Imunisasi
menanggung Covid-19 Kebangsaan

(PICK) agar dapat
sepenuhnya  dijalankan serentak.
kos suntikan Dachwass i,

pasar raya dan tempat
vaksin pekaja tumpuan ramai perlu
2 menyediakan semburan
masing- cecair dan dilakukan
mmg- secara kerap. Begitu juga
pihak berkuasa tempatan
(PBT) perlu melakukan

sanitasi secara menyeluruh terutama di kawasan
tumpuan awam seperti pasar, rumah ibadat, dan
sekolah.

Pemilik kilang juga perlu bertanggungjawab
terhadap asrama dan tempat tinggal pekerja
dengan memastikan mereka mematuhi prosedur
operasi standard (SOP).

Akhir sekali, penutupan penuh di lokaliti yang
mempunyai kes yang tinggi perlu dibuat.

PENDUDUK MERU
Klang
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Oleh RIDZAUDDIN ROSLAN
dan HUDA MUSA

PETALING JAYA - Harga untuk
melakukan ujian calitan Covid-19
melibatkan fasiliti kesihatan
swasta yang berbeza dan mahal
menyebabkan ramai rakyat eng-
gan melakukan saringan itu seka-
li gus menjadi risiko penyebaran
virus berbahaya itu.
Berdasarkan pemerhatian
Kosmo!, kebanyakan klinik dan
pusat perubatan swasta mene-

tapkan caj bagi ujian Real-Time

Reverse Transcription-Polymera-
se Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) ada-
lah antara RM250 hingga RM350.
Bagi teknik Antigen Rapid Test
Kit (RTK-Ag) yang menggunakan
kit ujian pula, kadar yang dikena-
kan sekitar RM100 hingga RM120.
Kos ujian RT-PCR lebih ma-
hal berbanding RTK-Ag kerana
sampel calitan perlu dihantar
ke makmal untuk dikaji sebe-
lum keputusan dikeluarkan dan
ketepatannya lebih terjamin.
Pegawai Pendidikan Persatu-
an Pengguna Pulau Pinang (CAP),
N. V. Subbarow berkata, harga
ujian calitan Covid-19 yang tidak
selaras dan mahal menyebabkan
individu yang mungkin berisiko
atau bergejala akan teragak-agak
untuk melakukan saringan,
“Tidak semua orang mampu
menjalani saringan dan tidak
ramai yang tahu di mana klinik
yang menawarkan harga berpa-
tutan untuk membuat ujian itu.
“Kerajaan perlu mengawal
harga yjian calitan ini agar rakyat

ORANG ramal membuat ujian saringan Covid-19 secara percuma anjuran Kerajaan Negeri Selangor di Dewan
Serbaguna MPS Batu 17, Rawang pada 21 Mel lalu.

tidak akan terbeban sekali gus
menarik minat mereka untuk
membuat pemeriksaan jika me-
ngalami simptom Covid-19" ka-
tanya kepada Kosmo! semalam.
Menurutnya, orang awam ju-
ga diminta memainkan pera-
nan dengan melaporkan kepada
pihak berkuasa jika terdapat
klinik yang meletakkan harga
ujian calitan yang terlalu mahal.
“Ini bukanlah masa“ untuk
mencari wang. Ramai orang telah
hilang pendapatan akibat wabak
pandemik ini,” ujarnya.
Sementara itu, Timbalan Pre-

siden Gabungan Persatuan Peng-
guna Malaysia (Fomca), Mohd.
Yusof Abdul Rahman berkata,
harga ujian calitan perlu disela-
raskan di seluruh negara bagi
membolehkan saringan Covid-19
diadakan secara besar-besaran.

Katanya, penyelarasan harga
itu juga membolehkan lebih ra-
mai rakyat terutamanya golo-
ngan B40 menjalani ujian Co-
vid-19 jika bergejala.

“Ketika ini, ramai rakyat me-
ngeluh ekoran harga yang kurang
munasabah.

“Selain itu, penawaran harga

vang berbeza di setiap klinik tu-
rut mengundang pelbagai per-
soalan mengapa ada klinik mam-
pu menawarkan harga murah
berbanding yang lain.

“Cuba bayangkan, jika sebuah
keluarga mempunyai anak ramai
dan bergejala, mereka mung-
kin membatalkan hasrat untuk
membuat ujian calitan kerana
kos yang tinggi,” ujarnya.

Setiausaha Persatuan Peng-
guna Kedah, Mohamad Yusrizal
Yusoff berkata, pemantauan pi-
hak berkuasa di klinik dan pusat
perubatan swasta juga harus sen-

KERATAN Kosmo! 24 Mel 2021.

tiasa dijalankan bagi memasti-
kan harga yang yang ditawarkan
berpatutan.

Baru-baru ini, Menteri Kesiha-
tan, Datuk Seri Dr. Adham Baba
menegaskan, mana-mana klinik
swasta yang mengenakan caj
tinggi melebihi harga siling perlu
menyediakan bil terperinci bagi
perkhidmatan itu.

Katanya, ketika ini, harga si-
ling bagi RT-PCR bernilai RM150,
manakala rapid molecular yang
membolehkan ujian diperoleh
dengan pantas pula pada harga
RM270.

Bagi ujian RTK-Ag, harga siling
sebanyak RM60 selain ujian pan-
tas mengesan antibodi pada ka-
dar RM50 di Semenanjung.

Kosmo! pada 24 Mei lalu me-
laporkan, beberapa pakar peru-
batan menggesa kerajaan untuk
mengadakan saringan Covid-19
secara besar-besaran di seluruh
negara bagi mengesan jangkitan
awal virus itu.

Ketika ini, Kerajaan Negeri Se-
langor menjadi negeri pertama
yang menawarkan saringan be-
sar-besaran secara percuma ke-
pada rakyatnya.
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Oleh AHMAD SHAHERMAN
SHAMSURI

KUALA LUMPUR - Kerajaan
bersedia melaksanakan pem-
berian vaksin secara pandu lalu
selepas ini berpandukan kepada
projek perintis yang sedang di-
laksanakan di Hospital Universiti
Sains Malaysia (HUSM) Kubang
Kerian, Kelantan ketika ini.

Menteri Penyelaras Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebangsaan
(PICK), Khairy Jamaluddin Abu
Bakar berkata, arahan dan garis
panduan mengenainya akan di-
umumkan kepada semua negeri
yang mahu melaksanakan sistem
itu.

Menurut beliau, beberapa ne-
geri sudah meminta kebenaran
untuk menjalankan sistem itu
susulan keputusan projek rintis
yang memberangsangkan.

“Saya minta tempoh 24 jam
untuk mengeluarkan garis pan-
duan pelaksanaan pemberian
vaksin pandu lalu ini.

“Kita perlu pastikan ada satu
garis panduan keselamatan, tak
boleh pandu lalu, terus cucuk
(vaksin) dan terus pergi. Kena
ada tempoh pemantauan, idea
itu bagus dan kita telah pertim-
bangkannya,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada

vmmnmpum'wmmmusmulm

di HUSM semalam.

sidang akhbar selepas mengada-
kan mesyuarat bersama Menteri
Besar Selangor, Datuk Seri Ami-
rudin Shari di Pusat Pameran
dan Dagangan Antarabangsa Ma-
laysia (MITEC) semalam.

Khairy berkata, meskipun
pemberian vaksin secara pandu
lalu dilihat lebih mudah, namun
‘throughput’ (jumlah penerima
vaksin) adalah berkurangan dari-
pada yang dilaksanakan di Pusat
Pemberian Vaksin (PPV).

“Sebagai contoh, pemberian

vaksin yang dilaksanakan di Ari-
zona, Amerika Syarikat, mereka
hanya mampu memberikan kira-
kira 8,000 vaksin sehari (24 jam),
sedangkan PPV kita boleh mem-
berikan jumlah itu dalam tem-
poh hanya 12 jam (9 pagi hingga 9 -
malam),"ujarnya.

Dalam pada itu, Khairy ber-
kata, lima lagi PPV berskala
mega akan beroperasi di sekitar
Lembah Klang bermula 7 Jun ini
membabitkan tiga di Selangor
dan dua di Kuala Lumpur.
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Bantu pesawah erajaan Selangor memperuntuk-

: & « kan sebanyak RM1.035 juta un-
di Sabak Bernam atasi tuk membasmi ulat pengorek ba-
serangan ulat pcrosak tang dan ulat gulung daun yang

i menyerang lebih 6,632 hektar sawah padi di
pad1 sekitar daerah Sabak Bernam.
Exco Infrastruktur dan Pertanian Selangor,
) S WL B Izham Hashim berkata, peruntukan yang di-
Oleh MOHD IZZATULIZUANTAHIR - gediakan itu digunakan untuk semburan racun
T s i i B Ly akan dilaksanakan segera selepas disyorkan
SHAHALAM  oleh pakar kawalan penyakit padi.

Menurutnya, bancian yang dibuat Unit
Biosekuriti Jabatan Pertanian Selangor men-
dapati kawasan sawah di Panchang Bedena
seluas 3,415 hektar telah mengalami kerosa-
kan melebihi 50 peratus.

“Turut mengalami kerosakan akibat se-
rangan perosak padi sama adalah di Bagan
Terap dan Sungai Panjang seluas 3,217
hektar.

“Sekiranya kawalan penyakit tidak dibu-
at segera ia berpotensi menyebabkan pengu-
rangan hasil padi antara 70 hingga ke 80
peratus,” katanya dalam satu kenyataan me-
dia pada Ahad.
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Customers and traders adhering to the Covid-19 SOP at Pasar Besar Meru in Klang.

Disinfection done twice a month

>FROM PAGE 1

He said Pasar Besar Meru retail market
was operating from 6am to 2pm and has 378
stalls, while the wholesale section was open
from 4am to 10am and consisted of 117
stalls.

“Our enforcement staff will check the tem-

|
|
!
!

Ahmad Fadzli
says Pasar
Besar Meru
and three
other markets
under MPK
are washed

Azmi says
MPK will

carry out risk
assessment to
review health
safety aspects
at the four
markets under

perature of all workers and visitors at the
main entrances.
“If the person has fever, we will not allow

Close watch: MPK enforcement officers making sure its jurisdiction.
traders and market-goers adhere to the SOP at Pasar Besar

Meru. — AZLINA ABDULLAH/The Star

daily.

Ensuring

mar

stay open

Klang Municipal Council is giving top priority to
cleanliness and hygiene at Pasar Besar Meru

and three smaller facilities under its purview to
boost the confidence of traders and customers

kets

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

PASAR Besar Meru in Jalan Meru
and three other smaller markets in
Klang are undergoing daily wash-
ing and sanitation works, as well as
scheduled shutdown for disinfec-
tion, as part of efforts to ensure the
safety of traders and consumers.

Klang Municipal Council (MPK)
president Dr Ahmad Fadzli
Ahmad Tajuddin said the munici-
pality’s Wet Market Unit was coor-
dinating the tedious work to wash
and sanitise all four markets
every day.

“Other than washing and saniti-
sation, the council conducts
hygiene inspections.

“MPK’s Health Department is
strict about this and ensures that
all traders keep their trading
areas clean.

“Customers are even told to
wear their masks properly to
cover the nose and mouth,” he
said.

Ahmad Fadzli added that not
many people were going to the
wet markets these days for fear of
contracting the Covid-19 virus,

with most resorting to making
their purchases at shops or mini
markets near their respective
neighbourhoods.

“Even though we have a small-
er group of people made up of
housewives and a few restaurant
managers who come to the mar-
ket to get their vegetables, meat
and other produce, the council
still carries out daily cleaning.

“Pasar Besar Meru, which has
wholesale and retail sections, is
washed and sanitised daily.

“Other markets under MPK’s
purview, namely Pasar Baru
Pekan Kapar, Pasar Besar
Pelabuhan Klang and Pasar
Pandamaran, are also washed
daily,” he said, adding that it
was necessary to ensure both
traders and customers have
confidence when visiting these
markets.

Wet Market Unit head Mohd
Shukri Abd Majid said his officers
needed the cooperation of cus-
tomers to practise physical dis-
tancing when selecting greens and
other produce at the markets.

>TURN TO PAGE 3

them to enter and advise them to go to the
nearest clinic.

“Before someone is allowed to enter, they
will be advised to sanitise their hands.

“We all need to do our part to ensure wet
markets remain open and are safe,” said

Mohd Shukri.

He also said that all four markets in Klang
have between six and 10 enforcement
officers each to monitor and ensure a safer
environment.

Mohd Shukri said each wet market was
disinfected twice a month where thorough
cleaning is carried out (See graphic).

“It is a measure that needs to be taken
against the infectious
Covid-19 disease and to make public markets
safer,” he said, adding that washing and san-
itisation was carried out according to Health
Ministry regulations.

Closure of wet markets
in Klang for

DISINFECTION

- Pasar Besar
,;{[ JalanMeruand : Jjupe 7, June 21
¥ PKNS shoplots
Port Klang June 8, June 22
i
i &f, Pandamaran June 9, June 23
Kapar June 10, June 24
The. graphics

“Cleaning removes dirt from surfaces and
is done by using detergent or other cleaning
products and water.

“Physical scrubbing is done to remove dirt
from the surface. Cleaning does not remove
microscopic fungi but just removes visible
dirt,” he said.

He added that having the area sanitised to
the specifications of the Klang District Health
Department reduced germs on a surface to
safe levels and this was done with commer-
cial sanitising products, such as chlorine
bleach mixed with water.

“Twice a month, we disinfect the surfaces
with a stronger solution as part of disinfec-
tion works,” he said.

Klang Meru Market Traders Association
presidentNg Soo Keong said the MPK
enforcement officers were strict with the
traders and customers, whereby all were

required to use a face mask at the wet mar-
ket and this augured well in terms of safety.

“These days not many are going to the
market for fear of getting Covid-19. Some
customers get their vegetables and other
necessities and leave the market within 30 to
40 minutes,” he said.

Ng added that the association had advised
all traders to keep a high standard of
hygiene to win the confidence of shoppers.

MPK’s Health Department director Azmi
Muji said the council would have a risk
assessment carried out soon to review health
safety aspects.

“Our department wants better measures
in place and see improvements that will be
safer for both traders and customers.”

Azmi added that one of the measures
being considered was to have customers and
workers use separate lanes at the market.

A vegetable stall operator at Pasar Besar Meru in Klang using
a face mask and face shield for better protection.
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Free rides to vaccination centres

Kampung Tunku rep works with car-sharing platform to assist vulnerable groups

For the good
of you, me and

all Ma/aZS/ans

By VIJENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

SENIOR citizens and people with disabilities
in Petaling district who have no means of
transportation can request for free assis-
tance to get to their vaccination appoint-
ments.

Kampung Tunku assemblyman Lim Yi
Wei’s office has collaborated with
on-demand car sharing platform GoCar
Malaysia to provide free rides to the two
vulnerable groups, which kicks off today.

She said this was one of their initiatives
to help the nation fight the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The free transportation is available to
people living in Petaling Jaya, Subang Jaya,
parts of Shah Alam and Kota Damansara,
to be sent to any of the five vaccination
centres comprising Sunway Pyramid
Convention Centre, Hospital Shah Alam,
University Malaya Medical Centre, Ideal
Convention Centre in Shah Alam and
Klinik Rakan Medik in Petaling Jaya.

“We will accommodate other areas if there
is demand for it, but our priority is ensuring
that the high-risk groups get vaccinated,”
said Lim.

She said GoCar reached out to offer its
assistance after hearing her radio interview,
where she mentioned the difficulties faced

The GoVAX Shuttle Service initiative is on until Aug 31. Bookings must be made three days
in advance

by seniors and people with disabilities who
had problems getting transportation to vacci-
nation centres.

“GoCar has agreed to provide the cars and
drivers, while my office will spread the word
about the free service.

“Those eligible can bring one other person
to accompany them to the vaccination cen-
tre,” she said.

On the GoCar website, the company
acknowledged that transportation was often
neglected despite it being an important ele-
ment to help get people vaccinated.

As such, GoCar has collaborated with Lim’s
office to start the GoVAX Shuttle Service initi-
ative.

As of May 30, there were 66 requests for
the free shuttle service.

GoCar fleet and all its staff including
GoCar Malaysia chief executive officer Wong
Hoe Mun are on standby to support this initi-
ative.

Wong said they were looking for ways to
do their part to help flatten the curve during
the pandemic, be it providing free car usage
to healthcare frontliners during the first

“We will accommodate
other areas if there is
demand for it, but our
priority is ensuring
that the high-risk
groups get
vaccinated.”

Lim Yi Wei

movement control order, or by extending
more savings to customers through multiple
special offers.

“Now we are expanding support to senior
citizens and people with disabilities.

“We are delighted to partner with Lim
who has been tireless in championing this
good cause, to solve the problems faced by
these underrepresented groups,” he added.

Eligible senior citizens must be above 60
years of age. Those who need the services
can call 1300-30-2633 or request for GOVAX
Shuttle Service via the GoCar mobile applica-
tion.

Bookings must be made three days in
advance. Drivers are limited.

Requests will be processed on a first come,
first served basis. GoCar team will validate
the request and contact the person within 24
hours.

The free GoVAX Shuttle Service ends on
Aug 31.
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> Petaling Jaya City Council will no longer be
posting out assessment tax bills as of 2021.
For details, go to https://embpj.mbpjgov.
my/#cukai.

> As a safety measure, service counters at
Selayang Municipal Council headquarters at
the lobby of Wing A will only be open from
8.30am, Monday to Friday. Counters at branch
offices will be closed. Review and payment
of assessment tax bills can be done at
https://mymps.mps.gov.my/

> Only meetings at the service counters of
Menara MPKj (Kajang Municipal Council) with
prior appointments will be entertained.
Service hours are from 9am to 4pm. Counters
at branch offices will be closed.

> Sepang Municipal Council announces free
Covid-19 screening at Dewan Orang Ramai
Serin in Cyberjaya and Dewan Orang Ramai
Sepang in Sungai Pelek from 9am to 4pm on
June 2. Screening is free for all.
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There will be a forum on Selangor's SME
Digitalisation Matching Grant by panellists
who have e-commerce and digital marketing
experience. The online event is from 3pm to
4pm, on June 6. Businesses that are eligible
will get up to RM5,000 from the Selangor gov-
ernment. Register at https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZMsduCspjsrHIX2yGF-
hMdfIKIDnSIo6b3yD.
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[image: image9.jpg]OVER the last five years in
Selangor alone, more than 67,000
tonnes of river waste ended up in
landfills from just one river,
Sungai Klang.

Meanwhile, municipality waste
in the state in 2020 stood at almost
two million tonnes.

Without a recovery solution, we
will soon run out of land to house
the trash.

Selangor Maritime Gateway, a
Selangor government project to
rejuvenate Sungai Klang, is there-
fore looking into a viable solution
to repurpose the waste it is
extracting from the river and give
it new value.

To achieve this, Malaysia’s start-
ups, social enterprises and social
innovators are being challenged to
come up with ways as to “how we
can use green innovation to devel-
op a breakthrough technology to
convert river waste into a func-
tional sustainable product with
commercial value”.

This problem statement forms
the basis of the project’s
Innovation Challenge: Upcycling
River Waste to Wealth, which was
launched recently together with
Malaysian Global Innovation &
Creative Centre (MaGIC).

“We are looking for a new
waste-to-product technology that
can transform Selangor’s river

Green tech solution

to river waste needed

Start-ups challenged to innovate and upcycle mounting trash

waste into value streams, thus cre-
ating a circular economy of what
we currently register as trash,”
said Syaiful Azmen Nordin, who is
managing director of Landasan
Lumayan Sdn Bhd (LLSB), which
is mandated to manage the pro-
ject.

Apart from cleaning and reha-
bilitating 56km of Sungai Klang
(from Mid Valley Megamall to the
river mouth in Port Klang), the
Selangor Maritime Gateway is also
looking into repurposing river
waste.

This is in line with the state gov-
ernment’s green technology and
waste recovery agenda.

The Innovation Challenge has
two key goals:

@ Develop a technology solution
that can sort and convert the

organic waste and/or solid waste
into a new resource.

@ Using the technology, to cre-
ate a new functional product that
has commercial value, while being
environmentally friendly and sus-
tainable.

“The solution we seek must
help us divert river trash from
landfills and should be adaptable
to upcycling trash from any other
river in the world as well as be
suitable for municipality trash,”
Syaiful said, adding that this initia-
tive would help drive Malaysia’s
commitment to recycling 25% of
its total waste by 2025.

The best applicants with the
most tenable solutions may
receive cash prizes from a
RMS50,000 seed fund pool to refine
their technology and qualify to

accelerate their impact-driven
solutions through MaGIC’s new
Social Impact Challenge
Accelerator (SICA) three-month
capacity building programme.
SICA is a platform (www.
mymagic.my/sica) that assembles
high potential innovators to accel-
erate their impact model develop-
ment for greater market rollout.
The best performing team may
then earn exclusive access to cus-
tomised post accelerator support,
including up to RM100,000 in
grant and/or in-kind support from
the Selangor Maritime Gateway,
plus network access, exclusive
attachments and mentorships
with relevant government and
non-governmental organisations,
as well as the opportunity to tap
into the government’s procure-

ment via Program Perolehan
Impak Sosial Kerajaan (PPISK).

“We are glad to bring on board
the Selangor Maritime Gateway in
featuring a problem statement
that seeks to nurture technolo-
gy-driven solutions that protect
our rivers from pollution and
bring great benefits to the commu-
nities around Sungai Klang,” said
acting MaGIC chief executive
officer Amiruddin Abdul Shukor.

“Therefore, we invite all impact-
driven business enterprises to
submit commercially-driven solu-
tions in addressing the problem *
statement by the project,” he
added.

Learn more about this challenge
and apply to participate at www.
selangormaritimegateway.com/
innovation-challenge-2/
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